
November 3, 2004

Mr. Joseph Ziegler, Director
Office of License Application and Strategy
U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Repository Development
1551 Hillshire Drive
North Las Vegas, NV  89134-6321

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO NOTIFICATION OF ADDITIONAL TRENCHES AND TEST PITS
PROPOSED FOR CLOSURE

Dear Mr. Ziegler:

In a letter dated October 7, 2004, you provided notification of additional trenches and test pits
proposed for closure, and you requested any comments we might have on your proposed action.  In
the past, the Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety was alerted to similar plans to close
trenches and test pits.  This afforded our staff an additional opportunity to make observations, collect
samples and review the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) records of the excavations, if needed.

There is no compelling reason for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission to request that any of the
trenches identified in the October 7th letter be left open.  We continue to consider that: (1) DOE
safety-first approach to trench and test pit closure is of paramount importance over maintaining them
in an open or unfilled, condition; and (2) a trench, or any source of data, that may be needed to be
re-sampled, tested in situ, or otherwise re-visited (e.g., trenches, test pits, boreholes, rock
pavements, geophysical survey shot-points) would be made available to the extent practicable.  You
stated that these trenches have been appropriately logged and the data have been entered into
DOE’s Records Information System.  Additionally, we would expect that the data and any results
from testing and analyses derived from the trench and pit investigations will be documented in
accordance with applicable procedures. 

If you have any questions or comments on this matter, please contact Dr. Philip Justus at 
(301) 415-5669, or psj@nrc.gov .

Sincerely,

/RA/

Lawrence E. Kokajko, Deputy Director
Technical Review Directorate
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

cc: See attached list
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